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For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit
again to a yoke of slavery. -Galatians 5:1

Reflections on Radical.
Redeemed. Ready.
Rev. Michele R.C. Turek
So sweet it was to gather with the 200 attendees of
the Radical. Redeemed. Ready. conference at the
Green Lake Conference Center mid-June. A momentous time celebrating the
40th anniversary of Women in Ministry in our denomination, and the rich
history of the generations of women on whose shoulders we stand. We all bore
witness, proclaiming our radical calling in our radical Saviour; redeemed by the
blood and mercy of Christ; ready to step forward in faith for both our purpose
and to be the shoulders upon which someone else may stand.
We enjoyed such gifted speakers as Rev. Lauren Lisa Ng, Rev. Adalia Gutiérrez
Lee, MD, and Rev. Dr. Zina Jacque, with teaching from Rev. Dr. Jaime ClarkSoles, reflections with Rev. Dr. Trinette V. McCray, and Rev. Dr. Marie
Onwubuariri as Poet Laureate (see her writings here).
On the last night of our gathering, Rev. Dr. Jacque shared the hilarious and
somewhat foreboding illustration of an airplane, a powerful machine with
powerful purpose. But if one nut or bolt falls out of place, well, you can imagine
how such power is forced to a full stop; grounded and nowhere to go.
For one of our dear sisters, Rev. Karen Yee, the illustration didn’t stop with the
imagination. Expecting to fly home, Karen’s first flight ended up delayed. After
a long time of wondering and waiting, the pilot announced the problem – the
plane was being equipped with new tires that were too small and the nuts and
bolts were not working. Perhaps later that afternoon you saw Karen running
through the Milwaukee airport as she shouted to you, “It’s all Zina’s fault!” in
response to your puzzled look.

Rest assured that Karen did, in fact, make it home and doesn’t harbor any
bitterness for Zina’s prophetic illustration. One nut or bolt out of place, and
you find yourself running through the airport to catch a new flight home. One
sister or brother out of place, missing from the table or frozen from obstacles in
their path, and the Whole is delayed, flights canceled or needing to be rerouted.
Let it be our prayer to be in place, to fulfill the calls God has issued to us, and
encourage others in their callings as well. Let us together proclaim, “We are
ready.”
For reflections from Associate General Secretary Rev. Dr. Patricia Hernandez,
read more here.
Download article

Events and Webinars

You are invited to a retreat at the beautiful St. Benedict Retreat Center in
Schuyler, NE from Oct. 31 – Nov. 3. The retreat will begin at 5:00 pm on Oct.
31 and end at 11 am on Nov. 3. World-renowned storyteller, Rev. Donald David,
will facilitate workshops on the art of storytelling and storytelling in preaching,
and our colleagues in ministry, Rev. Lin Story-Bunce, and Rev. Cheryl Harris,
will lead discussions that will help us to discover the intersection of our stories,
each other’s stories, and God’s story. We will also spend time resting, praying,
and playing together.
Cost for the retreat is $250 per person. This includes lodging, food, workshops,
and transportation to and from Omaha airport, if needed.
Please note: There will be a business meeting for all chapter representatives
during the retreat. Chapter Representatives are required to
attend. Registration and travel fees for representatives are covered by both the
national Ministers Council and local chapter contribution.
If you have any questions about the retreat, please reach out to Rev. Jerry
Bertelson at jerry.bertelson@gmail.com.

Register Here

CODE OF ETHICS:
Updates on Revisions and 2022
Ratification
Thursday, July 21
7pm Central
Hosts: Revs. Jacki Belile and Corey
Fields
Has your chapter voted yet on the
ratification of our
proposed revisions to our Covenant
and Code of Ethics? Do you serve in an
area without an established chapter and desire conversation about the content
and process underway? The national Leadership Team of Ministers Council
ABC-USA is providing ongoing opportunities to learn more. For this July
session, join Rev. Jacki Belile, our national Vice-President, and Rev. Corey
Fields, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Newark, Delaware. Corey recently
authored this support letter as we approach the deadline for ratification
(December 31, 2022).
Missing this session? Be sure to check out the recording up soon at our Video
Archives.
Contact info@ministerscouncil.com to arrange a presentation before your
chapter's vote. Per our by-laws, the ratification process must be complete by
December 31, 2022.
Zoom information

ETHICS LEARNING GUIDE
Editorial Team Working Over Summer, Seeks Feedback
As reported last month, the team envisions working diligently over the coming
months to release a revised text, translated into multiple languages, in
conjunction with the national bi-annual meeting of the Ministers Council to be
held October 31-Nov. 3, 2022. (See retreat info above.) Project feedback will
be gained through diverse constituency focus groups and open feedback
sessions in July and August.
For more information, contact ministerscouncil@abc-usa.org .

Ongoing Opportunities for Discussion of
Proposed Revisions
Has your chapter voted yet on the ratification of our proposed revisions? Do
you serve in an area without an established chapter and desire conversation
about the content and process underway? Join members of the Leadership
Team in ongoing opportunities to learn more. Contact ministerscouncil@abcusa.org to arrange a presentation before your chapter's vote. Per our by-laws,
the ratification process must be complete by December 31, 2022.

Chapter News
Call for Newsletter Help
With Karen Pickler’s sudden, untimely death in February, the Chaplains and
Pastoral Counselors Chapter we lost not only a dear friend and colleague, but
her talents and skills as our Newsletter creator. They find themselves needing
someone to help with their newsletter. Please let us know if that could be you,
or if you know of someone to recommend. The newsletters have been an
important means of providing support to our members and we want to
continue with them.
If you're interested, please contact Sarah Fogg.
Do you have Chapter News or Events to share? Challenges or
lessons? Rev. Atula Jamir, Ph.D., coordinates the bi-monthly
meetings of our chapter representatives.
For more information contact jamiratula@yahoo.com. Please
send news for the August newsletter
to info@ministerscouncil.com by July 27.

ABC Announcements
The American Baptist Churches USA Office of the General Secretary
welcomes applications for the Chestnut Street Baptist Church Endowment
Fund Grant awards by July 15, 2022. The theme for 2022 will be “Holistic
Health for Refugees and Immigrant Communities.” Read more here.
The American Baptist Churches General Secretary released a
statement today in response to recent public awareness of allegations of sexual
abuse in other Baptist traditions. Read more here.
The American Baptist Churches Board of General Ministries met
June 13-15, 2022, at the Green Lake Conference Center in Green Lake, Wis.
Read further about their meeting here.

Registration for ABHMS' Space for Grace conference is now open. Space for
Grace will take place in Kansas City, MO in September. Early bird pricing ends
July 15.
Find out more here

Reminders
We are committed to an exchange of chapter news, as well as
announcements of personal and communal milestones and prayer
requests. For inclusion in the June issue, send these

to ministerscouncil@abc-usa.org by June 27.

How to reach us:
By phone: (610)314-7837
By email:
info@ministerscouncil.com
Address: Ministers Council
ATTN: Rev. Michele Turek
c/o 6080 N. Angus St.
Fresno, CA 93710
Office Hours: Tuesdays
and Thursdays from
8:00am-12:00pm Pacific
Time

Stay connected
Visit us at
www.ministerscouncil.
com
Join us on Facebook
Consider signing up for our
monthly newsletter by
selecting "subscribe" on the
home page of the website

