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In Memoriam, [Ring out, wild bells]
by Alfred Lord Tennyson
Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light:
The year is dying in the night;
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.
Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.
Ring out the grief that saps the mind
For those that here we see no more;
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,
Ring in redress to all mankind.

Ring out false pride in place and
blood,
The civic slander and the spite;
Ring in the love of truth and right,
Ring in the common love of good.
Ring out old shapes of foul disease;
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold;
Ring out the thousand wars of old,
Ring in the thousand years of peace.
Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart, the kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in the Christ that is to be.

Ring out a slowly dying cause,
And ancient forms of party strife;
Ring in the nobler modes of life,
With sweeter manners, purer laws.
Ring out the want, the care, the sin,
The faithless coldness of the times;
Ring out, ring out my mournful
rhymes
But ring the fuller minstrel in.

RING IN THE CHRIST THAT IS TO BE
We are on the brink of worship and study experiences that take us into Holy
Week. Perhaps you are immersed in a Lenten devotional series, or worship

planning, or being a presence representing the Christ who knows suffering and
liberation, death and resurrection with your patients or clients. We recognize
the world - then and now - is filled with hypocrisy, exploitation and the
temptations of imperial violence and retribution. In our varied ministry
settings, we recognize the manifold graces of the Gospel which transforms
individuals and systems alike. We all know the world is longing, the creation
groaning, for a liberating word. A fresh and living Word.
"Ring in the Christ that is to be" is a new line for me... Word in a freshly
discovered OLD poem by Tennyson. It echoes our Gospel call, even in the
earthen vessel forms of dated less-than-inclusive language of gender and
race. The Gospel bursts forth. Take it in here, receive its ring. And remember
you are not alone on the journey of proclamation, the journey of pain and
promise.
In Christ's Peace,
Rev. Jacki Belile
Vice-President
Ministers Council ABC-USA

It's that time of the year, again!
Most members join or renew in the first quarter, so that our dues are paid for
the calendar year. This grants voting privileges, occasional program discounts
and is sometimes the criteria for various grants. Additionally, your dues
express your commitment to our organization's mission and
sustainability, both for our national and local chapters of the Ministers Council.
For all who have already joined for 2022, and all new members who join by
April 30th, one of three books will be sent to you as a gift of appreciation:
1. How to Heal Our Divides: A Practical Guide by Brian Allain, Brian D.
McLaren, et al. OR
2. Martin Luther King Jr. Resistencia y Lucha by Rev. Juan Ángel
Gutiérrez. OR
3. Freedom Faith: The Womanist Vision of Prathia Hall by Courtney Pace.
Each of these books are timely in their own right. They each offer a way
forward during these days, and also open up space for dialogue and discovery.
Please submit your request via this GoogleForm. In addition to the book, the
Leadership Team will be hosting discussion sessions on each book over the
coming months. More details will be available in May.

A Lenten Dwelling: Inhabiting for Call, Chaos, Community
Wednesdays, March 9-April 13
6am Pacific/8am Central/9am eastern
Join us for 30 minutes with your ABC colleagues during Lent. This seven-week
journey will "re-turn" us to Jesus' baptism, wilderness temptations, and
anointing. Where will it take us? Through this time of music, prayer, Scripture
and fellowship we'll open up together to the Spirit's lessons for this
Lent. Convened by Revs. Jacki Belile, Rebecca Driscoll and Scotty Robertson.
ZOOM INFO

Events and Webinars

Rev. Cheryl Harris

Rev. Dr. Kirk Byron Jones

April 21, 2022
8:00-9:00pm EDT
Noted author, pastor and writing coach, Rev. Dr. Kirk Byron Jones
will interview author, consultant and pastor Rev. Cheryl Harris
about her two newly released books:
Divinity, Diversity, Dialogue: Listening and Learning Our Way To
the Beloved Community.
Rooted in the language of love, this book is a compelling invitation to step out
of our comfort zones in building God’s earthly kin-dom. It informs, challenges
and equips readers to lead effective conversations and cultivate engaging
actions toward eliminating racism and becoming a society characterized by
equity, justice and joy.
The Workbook, Divinity, Diversity and Dialogue: Practical
Resources to Help Facilitate Transformative Racial Dialogues.
The Workbook provides clearly stated instructions and doable exercises for
facilitators to use dialogue as a tool for people to think together about racial
diversity and building the beloved community.
ZOOM INFO

National Update
OUR COVENANT & CODE OF ETHICS -Ongoing Opportunities for Discussion of Proposed Revisions
A number of chapters have voted on or have plans underway for upcoming
votes on the draft revisions approved by representatives in 2020. Our national
by-laws obligate us to conclude this business in a 2-year time frame. Chapter
officers can access the proposed revisions and the required chapter ballot
form. Does your chapter have a vote scheduled yet?

General informational sessions will continue to be held on the document and
process to date. A parallel process has launched to update and expand the
Learning Guide previously published in 2006. Watch for more details.
The next Q and A session will be held on Thursday, April 21 at 1:00pm
Central. For any questions, contact info@ministerscouncil.com.
Zoom info here.

Chapter News
Do you have Chapter News or Events to share? Challenges or
lessons? Rev. Atula Jamir, Ph.D., coordinates the bi-monthly
meetings of our chapter representatives.
For more information contact jamiratula@yahoo.com. Please
send news for the May newsletter
to info@ministerscouncil.com by April 26.

ABC Announcements
Conference Dates:
June 15-18, 2022
With women serving in a
multitude of ways and a variety of
roles throughout the United States
and around the world, American
Baptist Women in Ministry
(ABWIM) is hosting a unique
conference: Celebrating Ministerin
g Women: Radical. Redeemed.
Ready. MORE
The registration fee is $170. Find out about financial aid to make attendance to
this conference possible if needed. More information here.

Reminders
We are committed to an exchange of chapter news, as well as
announcements of personal and communal milestones and prayer
requests. For inclusion in the May issue, send these
to ministerscouncil@abc-usa.org by April 26.

How to reach us:
By phone: (610)314-7837
By email:
info@ministerscouncil.com
Address: Ministers Council
ATTN: Rev. Michele Turek
c/o 6080 N. Angus St.
Fresno, CA 93710
Office Hours: Tuesdays
and Thursdays from
8:00am-12:00pm Pacific
Time

Stay connected
Visit us at
www.ministerscouncil.
com
Join us on Facebook
Consider signing up for our
monthly newsletter by
selecting "subscribe" on the
home page of the website

