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Apparition, By Lynne Feldman
It's not too late to register for "FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS" Virtual Renewal
November 5 and Worshipful Work November 12 & November 19. Learn more
about speakers and register here.

Devotional in the Wake of the Election
Guest Reflection by Rev. Dr. Delois Brown-Daniels
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order
that you may know the hope to which he has called
you... Ephesians 1:18a (NIV)
Good evening my sisters and brothers! Prayer and hope makes a positive
difference in our lives and the world. In the wake of a divisive general election
during a deadly pandemic, we need not only to pray mightily for the election
results and aftermath, but also we need to be encouraged to live in the hope
that is in Christ Jesus.
We need to pray that the chaos people are creating now around the election
does not create mass confusion. We need to pray that the efforts at voter
suppression were blunted and will continue to be. We need to pray for justice
to be done and peace to reign.
Prayer and hope are making a positive difference in our lives and the world. If
we are looking only at the news headlines and breaking news alerts, we might
become disheartened; we might slump into despair. The Scriptures clearly
remind us that we need to look to God with the eyes of our hearts. With
eyes of our hearts, let us see that what is going on now is not what God has
designed for God’s people.
Let us remember that God will keep all of us through all the hatred and havoc.

God is in control; not those who do not want peace and justice, nor those who
foster hatred and bigotry, or those who promote fear among us. God is the one
in control. God has promised to keep God’s people and God does keep God’s
promises!
Whatever the outcome of the presidential election and whenever the winner is
named, let us continue to stay grounded in Christ Jesus. Yes, Christ is “our
strength for day and bright hope for tomorrow.” Let us continue the good fight
of faith with the hope that we have in Christ Jesus! Prayer and hope will make a
positive difference in our lives and the world! Amen!
Rev. Dr. Brown-Daniels is the Chapter Representative of ABC Metro Chicago.

A Word From the President
Seeking an opportunity to discuss the finer points of End
Times and perchance a conversion to his way of thinking, a
7th Day Adventist asked me if these were the End Times.
Responding that I didn’t know, nor did I care - surprised him
(and me). I told him, “All that mattered to me was that Jesus
was born, lived among us, was crucified, died, and was
buried. Then on the third day he rose from the dead and is
with us now.” He asked, “Don’t you care about when he’ll come again?” I said,
“All that matters to me is that he has come, and is with us now.”
Again, he tried baiting me speaking about how terrible things are now. And
again, I responded, “Yes - terrible things are happening and our days seems
quite dark at times, but we are not alone, GOD IS WITH US - Immanuel.” I
again reminded him, “The Tomb is empty and that we are not alone, nor are we
abandoned.” I told him, “I am not waiting for the End Times, nor do I have the
the ability to solve such a mystery (Even Jesus doesn’t know) - I need the
assurance of the presence of God in my life today. And if Jesus is with me (us)
today, it doesn’t matter when he returns.”
In these days, it is easy to give way to fear, hopelessness and despair. But as
followers of Christ, we are called to live in and practice hope. Ours is to center
ourselves in the practice of the presence of God and trust God’s long arc of
justice and reconciliation. In the meantime, walking in the presence of God, we
shine like stars in the universe as we hold out the Good News of life.
So dearly beloved, walk in the light of life, take courage and hope. Remember
the tomb is empty and we are not alone. The loving God of new life and hope is
with us.
Amen
-The Rev. Dr. RT Miller, president

JOIN US IN JUBILEE
Reflections from the national Leadership Team of
Ministers Council ABC-USA.

Jubilee and Leadership Exemplified from
Members Representing the entire Body of Christ
(This concludes the reflection series on Jubilee (our ministry theme for 20192020) authored by your national Leadership Team and various guests.)
Recently, I participated in a conversation for a podcast episode. The host posed
this question: “what is your favorite thing that God created?” I responded with
islands, in particular the Boston Harbor Islands, but in retrospect I could have

answered her question just as truthfully with the sunset, the sunrise, or the
season of autumn. These are all thin spaces for me, places where I feel closer to
God and the sacredness of life. They mark the in-between time in
creation. They are places where the ending of one particular moment
reimagines the beginning of another particular moment, transforming the
landscape: the moment when the land slides into the sea, when night becomes
day or day becomes night, when summer becomes winter. It’s a time of reimaging what the world looks like and feels like. For me, watching the land slip
into the sea, or watching the array of pink, yellow, and orange colors paint the
sky as the sun sinks below the horizon, or watching shadows stretch and leaves
turn fiery red before falling to the earth are reminders that re-imaging and
transforming are challenging yet liberating – sacred, holy work blessed by
God.
Rev. Rebecca Driscoll
ABC Minister for Creation Justice
Read more

Art for Such a Time as This
The graphic that we chose for this year’s theme
is Apparition, by Rochester, NY artist Lynne
Feldman. A well-known painter and mixed-media
artist, Lynne’s artwork inspires many and can be
found in public spaces and art galleries across the
country.
This is a painting of what the animals saw from the ark during the time of the
flood. Even during such an uncertain time, the birds seem to be saying, “Land
is near,” as an angel blows her horn. The painting is a collage of fabric glued
and acrylics painted onto canvas.
Lynne also designed: She Blew the Shofar, which we journeyed with for a year
for Servants of Jubilee. We are deeply grateful for her sharing her talent with
us.

National Update: Virtual Renewal Time
Continues Nov. 5

Join us for our second week of Virtual Renewal on the theme of "For Such a
Time as This." Last week was so incredibly rich - filled with music,
contemplation, wisdom. Check out the recording here.
Our devotional leaders tomorrow are Rev. Dr. Trinette McCray and Juan Ángel
Gutiérrez Rodríguez. Read their bios here.
Pre-registration is required.

National Update: Prep for November 19
Bi-Annual Meeting
JOIN US FOR FOR OUR NATIONAL BI-ANNUAL BUSINESS
MEETING ON NOVEMBER 19 (7pm Eastern), when we will vote on our
Nominating Slate, 2021-22 Budget and the Revised Draft of the Covenant
and Code of Ethics. See your chapter representative or Lisa
at info@ministerscouncil.com for more information. An optional "Business
Prep" Q and A session will be held November 12 at 7pm Eastern. PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.

OUR COVENANT AND CODE OF ETHICS -Proposed Revisions to be Voted on November 19, 2020
The proposed revisions to our national Covenant and Code of Ethics, last
revised in 2006, have been presented to the chapter representatives. An "up or
down" vote on the document will take place on November 19, 2020 at the 7pm
Eastern/6pm Central/4pm Pacific BI-ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING. A
"Business Prep Session" for Q and A will be held November 12 at the same
time. See www.ministerscouncil.com for registration link (required).
To learn about the Process of Review we've undertaken, click here.
To review the proposed changes, click here.
For more information, contact our Subcommittee
at info@ministerscouncil.com. (Subcommittee members: Revs. Jacki
Belile, Jerry Bertelson, Dan Hopkins, Steve Neal)

Events and Webinars
Have you missed our recent MC Live
webinars? Visit the archive here.

Recent MC Live webinars:
Journeys for Justice:
Testimonies from International
Ministries
A Conversation with IM Colleagues
MC Webinar: Constructive use of
Social Media

Hosted by Code of Ethics Subcommittee & Facebook Team
Thriving in Retirement
A Conversation with Revs. Douglas Harris and Carol McVetty

Prayers and Milestones
Former American Baptist Men USA (ABMen) President and
former Executive Director Kenna “Lucky” Ray died on
October 20, 2020.
While serving with ABMen in a number of leadership
positions, Lucky demonstrated a unique ability not only to
strategically plan ministry activities, but to excite those
around him about the men’s ministry vision and seeing
events, missions and other ministry activities to fruition.
(Click to read more)
The Rev. Modesto DeLeon Lopez, 92, a founder of
several American Baptists churches that served the growing
Latinx population, died Sept. 5. He was a devoted and
beloved husband of the late Juanita Lopez.
His pastorates included North Shore Baptist Church,
Chicago; First Baptist Church, Elgin, Ill.; First Baptist
Church, Racine, Wis.; and First Baptist Church and Central
Baptist Church, both Orlando.

After retiring, he served as a chaplain for military veterans, founding and
serving as senior pastor for La Fraternidad Cristiana at a senior mobile home
community in Orlando. (Click to read more)

The ABCUSA Office of the General Secretary announces the call of Rev. Dr.
Marie Onwubuariri to serve as Associate General Secretary for Mission
Resource Development. Onwubuariri has served as Executive Minister of the
American Baptist Churches of Wisconsin since 2014. She will begin the new
role at the Roblee Ministry Building in King of Prussia, Pa., on January 1, 2021.
(Click to read more)

Staff Reflection
October got away from us! It's Clergy and Staff Appreciation
month. (We hope you experienced some appreciation delivered
by God's instruments who you serve. WE ARE
TREMENDOUSLY GRATEFUL for the faithfulness in
excellence and grace embodied by our Member Services
Coordinator, Lisa K. Simpson. Thanks Lisa!

ABC Announcements
The American Baptist Historical Society recently presented a series of
six webinars designed to help church leaders ensure that the story of their
ministries can be told well into the future.
What happens to all of the worship services you have recorded over the past
many months? Who ensures the preservation of the oral history of your
congregation? Where is the record of the founding members of your church, its
pastors, and its ministries? Missionaries’ letters disseminated via a blog, video
recordings of pastors marching in a protest, electronically-mixed performances
of choirs whose members were singing in different locales, “Zoom” Bible
studies and prayer groups, discussions about how to celebrate communion
when we are not co-located: all of these records will illuminate the historic time
we live in. How might you ensure the preservation of the history of your
congregation or of your own ministry?
The webinar series covers identifying materials for archiving, arranging and
describing collections, and preserving and storing records; each session has a
different focus. Recordings of the webinars are available on the ABHS Vimeo
channel: https://vimeo.com/manage/folders/2647111.

New for use by individuals and in small group settings is the free “To Live in
God Reflection Guide,” a companion resource for “To Live in God: Daily
Meditations with Walter Rauschenbusch” (Judson Press, 2020).
(Click to read more)
“Celebrating Ministering Women: Radical. Redeemed. Ready”
conference, which moved from June 2020 to June 15-18, 2022, will meet at
the Green Lake Conference Center in Green Lake, Wisconsin. The conference
will highlight inspiring women in ministry, and will bring together men,
women, lay and ordained to celebrate and recognize the positive history and
future of American Baptist women ministering throughout the world.
Rev. Dr. Trinette V. McCray, a leader
both locally and nationally through
church, denominational, faith-based
organizations and educational

institutions. We are excited to hear
from Dr. McCray as a Keynote
Speaker of the conference. (Click
here to read)

Reminders

How to reach us:
By phone: (610)314-7837
By email:
info@ministerscouncil.com
Address: 221 S. High
Street, West Chester, PA
19382
We can generally be
reached in the office on
Tuesdays and Thursdays
(emails and voicemails will
be responded to during this
time)

Stay connected
Visit us at
www.ministerscouncil.
com
Join us on Facebook
Consider signing up for our
monthly newsletter by
selecting "subscribe" on the
home page of the website

